c 1*3; 


4. An account of the T^ifeBion of a Bitch, 
whofe Cornua Uteri being fill’d with the 
bones and pfh of a former conception, 
had after a ftcond conception the Ova 
affix t to fey oral farts of the Abdomen; 
Ey an ingenious ihyfitian, a Fellow of 
the Royal Society* 


I T would feetn a needlefs thing, topublifh an Qbfervation, 
to confirm the opinion of the production of Animals jiom 
Eggs, which is almoft Univerfally receivd: but tnat ibme 
time fioce the Learned Demerbroect^ and very lately Mon- 
JieurVermy have endeavor’d to confute and expofe ir. The 
moft confiderable argument theyufeis taken from the nar- 
rotonefs of the Fallopian Tubes , where they open into the 
Womb* and at their extremities. But, thothefe Authors 
lay a great deal of ftrefs on the ftru&nre of thar pajfage, it 
cannot be accounted of any force* when ocular demonftra- 
tion is brought agaitift it»* and the Eggs difcover’d in the 
Entrance, and afterward to have made their way through 
them into the Womb. 

The fagacious Dr. Harvey was very near the difcovery 
of the Egg> and its ufe: He came within fight of it, but 
Unhappily over look’t it< After many repeted diffedions 
of impregnated Pm-, he afferts, that Nothing for about 
6 or 7 Weeks can be feen in the Horns of their Wombs : That 
there then appeared fomewhat like an Egg, atranfparent 
liquor included in a very thin Membrane, in which after a 
Week he could plainly fee the rudiments of a Feetus, He 


The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to 

Philosophical Transactions (1683-1775). 

www.jstor.org 








( tu ) 

gives his Opinion very exprefly in his Treadle de Tartu, 
Viper a ovum Vnicolor 0 modi cortice {quads Muliebns concepts 
ejt) intra fe continet, &c. Th^ Viper has Eggs, whofe 
parts are of one colour , inelofed io a ffft SMI and the very 
fame is a Womans conception . But he could nor inform 
himfelf, how that Egg in Women or in comes into the 
Womb. He declares himfelf fully fatisfied after feverai 
Tryals, that no liquor can be fo forcibly injeded into the 
Womb, as to make itspafl'age into the place of Concept ion.'Hoc 
would he fufped, that the Seed of the Female lay till the 
Egg appear’d, in any crannies or receffcs of the Horns, 
which he aliens are then as fmooth and foft, as the Corpus 
Callofum of the Brain. Dr* Harvey having thus fufficiently 
confuted the opinion, which till his time prevail’d, ofthe 
production of Animals from the mixture of the Seminal mat¬ 
ter of both Sexes : ’twas not fo difficult to difeover, whence 
the Egg came, which he faw about 7 Weeks after impreg¬ 
nation. The Fallopian Tubes , which joyn to the Horns 
and terminate very near the Ovaria (as the teftes Muliebres 
are generally now call'd J directed the Ingenious and In- 
duftrious de Graff, to make more accurate difledions of them. 
He prefently law, that th t limpid liquor, which Dr. Harvey 
thought was defigned to hurned the parts adjacent, was 
contain’d in an entire Membrane, andexa&ly anfwered the 
deferipdon he gives of the Eggs he few in the Womb. 

As he firft dilcovet’d the ufeof tbofe Globules in the 0* 
mm, fo he has been fo happy in that excellent piece de 
Mulieris Organ is, to give fo demonftrative an account of 
the alteration of thofe w ch are imprcgiidtcd the way of ex¬ 
cluding them'by the glanduloiis fubftance fwelling behind 
*he«i, and the sfyertfr/e*through whichah£y paferCtmain’mg 
open alb the time 1 of St h^geffdmn „ aiid exadly *n each 
Ovdmm.'mfwexvug ithe number ®ftErid)ryb's , m each Hard: 
But more particularly he has for very nicely obfervedthe 
P>'ogreffof the Eggs ifi Conies,- the very time of their paffbg 
into the l ubes and appear ing in tflte Harm of the Womb, 

(which 
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(which comes very near that proportion ef time Df. I-Jar* 
vey obferved the Egs in his I)ecr ), that nothing can be 
objected of force enough to {hake an Opinion confirmed 
by fo many and fo exadt obfervations. He has prevented 
the Objeditcn which Deimerbroech and Mr. Verney ufc againft 
him. That the Tube is too narrow at each end to tranfmir 
Globules of that bignefs: Alleaging that the Hole by which 
it has its exit out of the Ovarium is as narrow ; that no 
Force is ufed to open it, but it expands it (elf, as the Os V- 
teri before the Birth : As Nuts and Peacb-Stoncs Sec. give 
way to the germinating Plant , which is lefsableto make 
its way then the Eg. Bat betides, (which thefe Au¬ 
thors urge,) tho the extremity of the Tube be membra¬ 
nous in molt Quadrupeds, in which its potiible a feminal 
Liquor \ might be tranfmitted to the Wombs in Women its 
divided, like a Knot or Ejbbon , and is no moreadapied to 
receive any thing but an Eg , then the lingers expanded 
to receive and contain a Iliad. The fg has not been 
able fometimes to get into the Wombs Ejolanus fpeaks of 2 
human post us keen in one of the Tubes : and Dr. Harvey 
affures you hehasfeen it himielf. In the diflldhon of a 
Bitch at Oxford \ the Embryos either could not get into it, the 
MembranousExpanfion being hindred from afeending to and 
clipping the Ovania, bythefulnefs oftheWomb^ or from the 
fame caufe were forc’t back again. She had been with 
Whelp : By a blow fhe received the Fietus died within her. 
She difeharged by the rudendum a great quantity of put: id 
IFlefh and Matter. She was afterward able to run in the 
Pack. After the fecond Impregnation {he was obferved 
to have a very illfliap't belly. When dead the owner a 
Perfon of Quality Tent her to Oxford. 1 he Horns of the 
Womb were fo fiuft up with the Bones and firmer Mufcies 
and thicker Skin of the Fietus’s , (fomeot tV m by in the 
ufual pofture, the Sceletons of which were enti.e , the in¬ 
terfaces of thebonesonly filled up with Skin ndFlefhY hat 
no Seminal matter , or Aura Seminahs could pofhbly find a 
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paffage to the Ovarium. The /i>x affe&ed in the fecondf 
impregnation,finding n'o room in the Horns, were forc’t back 
imo ' he abdomen : where they were found afi xer j to the 
Mcj'enlary,Kuhey &c.Only 'Two of the Bags had a Con muni- 
cation with the Worth by a (lender Du&. Thefe l fuppofe 
fell into the flows fiift, and began to faften to them> but 
growing larger were forc’t to retire. The other Three had 
had no receprion there at all. The Membranes which con¬ 
tained the Emhrios w'ere all of them vt y Thin,and the Am- 
maldes in them hid wanted a due (itpply of nutritious mat¬ 
ter. This feems to give as dear a proof of the truth of the 
modern opinion; as c n be expe&ed ordefired. But if Ana¬ 
tomic had not difovered thefe lips and deroonft rated their 
ufe and progrefs to the Womb, and the advances they there 
mike; it would appear now a very difficult taskhomthe 
other opinion ro perfwade an inquifitive Perfon, how an 
Animal can be produc’d from the mixture of the Seminal Li¬ 
quors of both Sexes, (every Animal, tho upon other ac¬ 
counts efteemed the mojl de(picablc> is made up of fo many 
Different parts, and thofe of fo excellent a Contrivance, 
and fo wonderful a Refpe£t to one another, that tis riot 
to be imagined, that the Seminal fluids lying loofeand at 
large in the Capacity of the Womb, and expos’d to fo ma¬ 
ny accidents, could give a production fo admirable. 

Hvery Jogg of it from the frequent Motions of the Fe¬ 
male, would diflurb and diftradt the prefent defigns of the 
Tlqflic power they fpeakof. The Humors and Vapors 
which have a paffage to , and humecl ail the parts cf the Bo¬ 
dy , would in the Womb break in on the foft SeminalMa/s , 
and break off the tender filaments when fiift a forming. 
In Quadrupeds the Penjlahic motion of the Horns would 
perpetually feparate the parts of the Seminal Collection, and' 
fcatter thofe pieces, which Nature is putting carefully to¬ 
gether into the Fabric of an Animal. From this way of 
Conception Monitors would be very frequently brought 
torch, and would be much lefs wondred at then a nerfe# pro- 
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du&ionis now. We fee how very induftrious Nature is 
in preferving the Specks of Vegetables. When the tender 
Seed is fitft formed* it’s fecured from external Injuries by 
various forts of Cafes, The Embryo of the Plant contain¬ 
ed in the Seed hath 3 or 4 Coats to inclofeit .• the outer- 
moft is defignedof fufficient ftrength topreferve it. None 
of the Juices of the Earth are permitted to enter in, but 
fuch as are fit to put into motion or fupply the liquor con¬ 
tained in the inner Membrane, from whence i t lias its fuff 
increafe. And as the Egs of Animals are defigned for the 
fame purpofe the Seeds of Vegetables are •> fo there is ve¬ 
ry great agrceablenefs between them. The She! and Mem¬ 
branes of Egs ("except thofe which are brought to peifefti- 
on in the Eemale ) are very like thofe of Seeds. Both have 
a Colltquamenium, or more fine and Spirituous Liquor which 
is fit ft to be fpent,before thofe which are grofsercan be re¬ 
ceived in the extremely fine and Small-pores of the fait us 
when only juft begun to be formed. And in Both,the Parts of 
the Embryo are deligned and drawn ou r , before the Eg has 
been at all affefiled by the Mafculinc-Sccd , or the Vegetable 
Seed put into the Womb of the Earth. The figure of the 
Plant may be feen in the larger Seeds , and the Miniature of a 
Cbickjn the Spot of the Tolf. But if fo great and fo vari¬ 
ous an Artifice is neceifary to raife a Plant, fh dl Nature 
bethought lefs cirefull and induftrious in the propagation 
of Animals , whofe parts are more numerous and of a much 
finer texture. And fince thole Animals and Vegetables are 
by fome allowed to take their original from Egs and Seeds , 
whofe larg'.nels will permit them to obferve them; it 
fee ms an opinion with too much precipitancy taken up,that 
fuppofes fome of the greater Animals * and the Itaft of thofe 
and Plants , a re Tup pi) ’d from 'equivocal generation \ That 
corrupted matter from die Warmth of the ■ ir 01 the motions 
of us own Principles , can form the- pal is of the One or the 
Other. For the Pleat of the Air endeavours to dijjipate 
and remove the thinner pans from the more grofs, Usee no 
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membrane is fuppofed to Confine them : land the more a r 
tffive principles are from their own nature always ftrugling 
to be quit of thtm. And this way, the parts of an Animal 
wou’d He foonei broken into pieces, thana newonegene- 
rated. Pur they believe it may be allowed , thar the leajl 
and nr oft inconjiderahlc Animals and plants are chi', way Form¬ 
ed. But h \ ■ Minutemfs make the Difficulty Greater. A 
Membrane to include the Conception with its fir ft ncurifh- 
ment le. m c . more necellary here, where the parts are more 
delicately put together, and from their exceeding finenefs 
it might moreeafiiy mifearry. If after this method 1 me 
Animals and Plants can be producer, why is the fame species 
and thefe veiy Individuals they fiippofe fo made, furnifht 
wi th Organs for Vnivocal Generation ? If .S 'lime and Mud can 
afford Progs and f els ^ why does the F it ft Spawn Ho many Egs, 
and are the other Viviparous? Why dees not fo great a 
diverfhy of putrid parts in the Earth , differently affe¬ 
cted by unaccountable accidents, often prefent us with new 
living Creatures, and Vegetables o ( . peculiar Specie's ? Bun 
no fueh new Plants are taken noticeof, and the Mites are 
of the fame fort from Cheefe and from Meal. The objecti¬ 
on which is offer’d againft Epicurus , will be made with the 
fame force again# this Opinion. If the Earth at firft equi¬ 
vocally produc’t Men, Quadrupeds, Birds, and Fifh, 
why nas it rot done it very frequently or at leaft fome- 
timesfince? We begin to fufpedt the Cheat, when the 
ATtift is not able to perform the fame again- 


The Anatomy of aMonfirous PIG Communicated 
to the R. S. By an Ingenious Student in Phyficffi 

A Bout the beginning of Decern. 16% 2. among many Pigs 
of a Sow,there was one w ch had nopaffage for theF#- 
ces either Solid or Liquid, altho the Anus was not 
outwardly clos’d up*,which whether natural,or caufed by the 
Neighbours who had attempted a Cure before I faw ir, I 

cannot 



